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Dear Friends,

SPIRITUALITY
AND LEARNING

This month | am providing longer than a typical
article because | wish to make a significant
announcement  about  “Spirituality and
Learning.” However, before we can properly
begin to talk about “Spirituality and Learning,”
we need to understand why there is a need for
this topic. In other words, we need to put the
issue of spirituality into perspective.

Over the last several years, we have talked about
polarization. There are many reasons for the sad
growth of this phenomenon. While it is beyond
our scope to explore this issue in detall, it is
useful to highlight several reasons why this
negative social reality is influential and growing.

First, we live in a time when human knowledge
is growing at tremendous rates. We have
accumulated more knowledge in the last decade
than in the rest of history combined. We are so
overwhelmed with information we find it hard to
discern accurate from inaccurate information.
Even when we obtain clear, accurate information
we often find the information overly
complicated. Consequently, as individuals and a
society, we tend to back away from thinking and
discerning information and often empower
others to think and act for us.

For example, the rise of fundamentalism, in

large part, can be aligned to this trend. In these
religious settings, the church informs people in

very clear, black and white terms as to what is
right and what is wrong.

Another vivid example concerns Sunday School.
In recent memory we used to rejoice when
someone volunteered to teach Sunday School.
Today, all volunteers and teachers must be
vetted. We need police checks, we require two
adults in a room, and we require volunteers to
receive some training regarding abuse. Such is
our complex world and environment.
Sometimes these complex situations make many
of us cynical and jaded.

Second, as world and domestic political issues
become more complex, we respond and treat
political figures with increasing narrow and
polarized views. We tend to look at leaders that
reflect our views as larger than life mythical
saviors and the leaders of the other party as
“clearly evil.” This is sad. In reality, these
people merely have different views. But instead
of accepting differing views, we have a tendency
to make extreme comments, bold and
exaggerated statements and blatant
generalizations. Instead of promoting dialogue,
we now diminish conversations.

Third, we live busy and often fractured lives.
We overextend ourselves. We need date books
because we have more items than we can keep
track ofl How many people needed date books
before 1960 or 1970? While we are not out of
control, we are not in control of our lives.

Fourth, for much of history, people were

expected to conform to general social morés. In
recent years, with the rise of post-modernism,
the pendulum has swung in the other direction.
Today, we expect society to conform to our
opinions etc.

It seems to me that much of the polarization that
exists is a direct result of people living surface,
shallow lives. This comment is not intended to



insult people. This comment is a challenge. It is
also a commentary that states that we do not take
time or interest to delve into ourselves. We do
not take time for solitude. We do not take time
to seek out answers or internally wrestle with
issues. We want answers—we do not want to
explore questions. We demand instant
gratification—we do not want to sit or wait.
Please consider the metaphor of Moses who
wandered in the dessert for 40 years. He was lost
because he did not stop and look into himself.
When he finally came to a deep faith, and found
himself, he found the Promised Land. Likewise,
we avoid vulnerability, and we often dishonor
humility.

Today, much suggests that historic mainline
churches are declining. Likewise, much suggests
that rigid evangelical Christian, and
fundamentalist churches are growing. | would
suggest this situation hinges on two pivotal
reasons. First, because the latter tend to embrace
easy to accept polarized views of faith and the
world. Second, because mainline churches have
tended to focus more on maintaining the past
and upholding denominational focus than
evolve into the future. While mainline churches
champion many social and justice issues, they
are still locked into particular mind sets. In
other words, we typically offer people religion
when they are crying for spiritual growth.

It is remarkable that most research currently
taking place on spirituality is being undertaken
by schools of education, social sciences,
business, and medicine rather than theological
colleges! In turn, most research typically takes
place in colleges. Research needs to take place
in settings where spirituality is a focus—
religious institutions.

Given these reasons and concerns, and my deep
passion to help people grow in faith I recently

made an application to the prestigious
Templeton Foundation for a grant of $16,000 to
engage in research at St. Andrews! We will
likely make a similar, but much more modest
application to the diocese.

Even if we do not receive the Templeton Grant,
it is my hope that this fall, we can garner 7-10
adults to voluntarily partake in a pilot study
called, Spirituality and Learning: A
Phenomenological Study of Adult Development

in a Church Setting.

This six-week program would ask the
participants to write an initial view of how their
spirituality helps them learn. They will be asked
to keep a daily journal, to commit to a period of
time, each day, in silence and reflection, to
reflect and write upon a common weekly theme.

The participants would meet on six evenings,
over six weeks, for about two hours. These
meetings begin in silence. Next, is the “talking
stick” exercise. In this model, everyone talks and
shares without interruption. Other adults would
be asked to write notes and comments. After
everyone has talked, we will talk and share the
various comments people have written. We
conclude the evening by collectively
determining a theme to consider over the week.
Hence, we have solitude, directed reflections,
peer review, groups sharing, and other avenues
that help people to learn by going inside
themselves. One phrase that stands out in my
reading calls these exercises a “forensic self-
audit!”

This endeavor represents a unique opportunity
for faith development, for spiritual growth and
research. If you would like more information

please call me.
David



A STORY OF HOPE

The media constantly tells us of the lives of the rich &amdous. We see and hear news of inflated
incomes, inflated egos, and self-serving perspectives cbhstant barrage of news can easily distort our
view of the world.

It is important to realize that every day, millions uponllions of ordinary people make great
contributions to the human condition. We need to realizeréaiity. We need to hear stories of people
who make a difference. Here is one story. Though thesstory of a Canadian youth, it is a universal
story. It is a story of faith in action.

In 1977, a young man, suffering from cancer had his righttegutated. He was greatly distressed by the
suffering he saw around him. Two-and-a-half years aftesurigery, he revealed to his family a dream to
run across Canada to raise awareness of the needhbar casearch.

In October 1979, he sent this letter to the CanadianeC &uxiety.

My name is Terry Fox. | am 21 years old, and | am an amputee. | lost my right leg two-and-a-half
years ago due to cancer. The night before my amputation, my former basketball coach brought me a
magazine with an article on an amputee who ran in the New York Marathon. It was then | decided to
meet this new challenge head on and not only overcome my disability, but conquer it in such a way
that I could never look back and say it disabled me.

But | soon realized that that would only be half my quest, for as | went through the 16 months

of physically and emotionally draining ordeal of chemotherapy, | was rudely awakened by the
feelings that surrounded and coursed through the cancer clinic. There were faces with the brave
smiles, and the ones who had given up smiling. There were feelings of hopeful denial, and the
feelings of despair. My quest would not be a selfish one. | could not leave knowing these faces and
feelings would still exist, even though | would be set free from mine. Somewhere the hurting must
stop....and | was determined to take myself to the limit for this cause.

From the beginning, the going was extremely difficult, and | was facing chronic ailments
foreign to runners with two legs in addition to the common physical strains felt by all dedicated
athletes.

But these problems are now behind me, as | have either out-persisted or learned to deal with
them. | feel strong not only physically, but more important, emotionally. Soon I will be adding one
full mile a week, and coupled with weight training | have been doing, by next April 1 will be ready
to achieve something that for me was once only a distant dream reserved for the world of miracles
—to run across Canada to raise money for the fight against cancer.

The running | can do, even if I have to crawl every last mile.

We need your help. The people in cancer clinics all over the world need people who believe in
miracles.

I am not a dreamer, and | am not saying that this will initiate any kind of definitive answer or
cure to cancer. But | believe in miracles. | have to.

Terry Fox

Thirty years ago, on April 12, 1980, 21 year old Terry Fox digpedartificial right leg in the Atlantic
Ocean. He revised his initial goal to raise $1 millionladsl to $24 million, or one dollar for every
Canadian. The only funding support for his run was freergas Esso, free shoes from Adidas, and a
support van from Ford.



Terry quietly ran from town to town making a quiet pleafunds. By the time he crossed the Maritime
Provinces, he was nightly news. Soon large groups formegbiedi Terry for parts of his daily 26 mile
run.

When Terry neared Thunder Bay, Ontario he became ill. &\thithe hospital, it was revealed that the
cancer had returned. When it was apparent that Terngd amatl finish his run, it was suggested that
perhaps an annual run be organized. Terry thought it e@s$idea.

In his 143 day, 3281 mile run, Terry raised $1.7 million. A wekdér his run ended, a quickly organized
TV telethon raised another $10 million.

In June 1981, Terry died. In an act reserved for promiriatessnen, the federal government ordered all
flags flown at half-mast. Later, in another rare move félderal government built a statute of Terry near
Parliament Hill, in the nation’s capital. The governmer®otario built another statue and placed it at the
edge of the highway where Terry’s run ended.

In yet other rare acts, his image was placed on stamgsrathe 2% anniversary of his run, a special
one dollar coin was minted for circulation. Many schools, eanesearch institutes, and a Coast Guard
ice breaker now bear his name. This year, his motheromwasof the eight persons who carried the
Olympic flag into the stadium.

However, the greatest tribute to this ordinary young southas 30 years after his run ended, each
September the annual non-competitive Terry Fox Run takes. placdate, it has raised $500 million
dollars.

If you look atwww.TerryFox.orgyou will see a typical image of a solitary, humbleulgogging down a
highway.

Terry’s story is one story. We all have stories. \&e all make a difference.

- David

M1 SSI NG
Some time ago, we purchased a series of DVD’s from NOOMAese “films” on how to think about faith fre
popular. However, one titl¢Everything is Spiritual” is missing. This is an excellent resource that comggfent
weaves quantum physics, creation stories, and fasghaonderful thought provoking manner. If you have borrqwed
a NOOMA DVD, please check around to see if you haigegpecific disk. | would like to present this sometimfe i
the fall - David.




Stewardship Message

Pledging as a Spiritual Decision

Making a pledge should be primarily a spiritual decision, reached after careful and prayerful thought. Our
decisions about pledging should reflect central parts of our spiritual life — about feeling and showing joyful
thanksgiving for God's grace. A pledge is a glad offering of a portion of our wealth to doing God’s work. It
is a reflection of having faith that we can give generously and not suffer want ourselves.

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce;
then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. (Psalm 3:9-10)

Stewardship Committee

Please Note:

Sunday’s second service moves to
10:00 a.m.
for the summer months, beginning
June 6.

On September 12" we return to the
10:30 a.m. time.

Seeking friendly, energetic, and fun-loving
candidates to support fellowship ministry of St.
Andrew’s Church. No experience is necessary
and training is provided. There are
several openings still available.

For more information on the exciting
opportunity, please call Rosemarie Drusedum at
840-4104 (email:drusedumi @comcast.net) or
Dan Rooney at 854-1860 (email
danrooney33@msn.com).

Outreach News
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Summertime Fun for Phineas Davis First-Graders

Spring is here and summer is fast approaching! Once again the Outreach Committee is
planning to distribute activity bags to all the first grade students at Phineas Davis School on
Thursday, June 10™, their last day of school. This has become a much appreciated and
anticipated project that provides the children with some fun and wholesome activities to help
occupy their time during the long summer days.

Our collection began on Sunday, April 25" and will continue through Sunday, May 30"".
Watch the Sunday bulletins for weekly updated reminders about what is needed and for
opportunities to become involved in this annual project. Samples of the items to be placed in
each bag will be on display in the lounge area. All of these items can be purchased at a
reasonable price at stores such as any Dollar Store, Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Target, Christmas Tree
Shop and Ollies. We will be collecting items for about 45 boys and 43 girls.

The following items are needed:

*Sunglasses *sun_screen for children
*sidewalk chalk *Play-doh

*washable markers *hand sanitizer

*Coloring books *bubbles (4 oz. bottles)
*crayons (16 or 24 size) *Jump ropes

*match box cars *small balls

*Jacks * y0-y0S

*children’s card games (such as Hearts, Crazy Eights, Old Maids)
*Construction paper/drawing paper (in tablet form)
NO toy guns, knives, pins, or anything with sharp edges or suggestive of violence.

Your generosity is always heartwarming. Thank you for helping to make this outreach
project a success.
Judy Alwine
Summer Bag Project Coordinator



Rogation Sunday
May 2, 2010

Wear your blue jeans and bring your garden glowelstaols. This
Is the Sunday that we spruce up the outside ofhiech.

During the service Father David will be blessingeosoil for you
to take some home and spread over your gardens.

We will also have seeds for the children to takemé@@nd plant.
After church we will be weeding, pruning and mulapwhere
needed. This is a great family activity! All arelaeme to help.

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK




BASKET BINGO

in memory of Noel Hassett

to benefit
St. Andrew’s Youth Group’s
Holy Pilgrimage

(and other youth programs)

Sunday, May 16, 2010

at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
on the corner of Fourth Avenue and Ogontz Street
(near Memorial Hospital)
Call 843-3868 or 843-3211 for more information

Doors open at 12:30 p.m.
Bingo starts at 1:30 p.m.

Some Retired Baskets
All Baskets Filled
Door Prizes, Raffles

215 Game
Great Food!!!

Ticket Price $12 in advance/$15 at door

It's that time of year again — the 2010 Basket Bingo to fitethe St. Andrew’s 2011 J2A Holy Pilgrimage. This yearasBet Bingo
is extra special because ALL of our baskets are retirskebmthat cannot be purchased anymditeere are many ways to help, but
right now we are looking for people to sponsor baskBedow is a list of sponsorship opportunities.

This Basket Bingo is being held in memory of Noel Hadse
whose extensive Longaberger collection was donated by Ahssett.



If you would like to sponsor a basket, please circle treeymu would like to sponsor and fill in the bottom aétsheet. Return to
Kelly Arcieri, place in collection plate, or turn in parish office.

Medium Vegetabl 4L
2001 AutumrBlessing $6(
Collectors Club Renew $7C
Medium Bern $4c
Bread Bask $4C
Cracker Baski $4C
Darning Baske 4L
Discovery Baske $5C
1997 Dresden Tour Basl $6(
Lily of Valley Baske $6(
Medium Gathering Bask $12¢
Geranium Bask: $6(
Holiday Memory Bask $7E
Mistletoe Baske $6(C
Early Blossoms Bask $5¢E
Petunia Bask $9C
Recipe Bask $7E
Tarragon Bask $3E
Waste Bask $12¢
Tissue Bask $3E
2006 Christmas Bask $8C
Lg Gatehouse Bask $6E
1988Poinsettii Baske $12(
Lg Hamper Bask $28(
Lg Corn Baske $19(
Pottery Croc $2¢

Sponsor Name
Phone Number
Paid by

Please see back page for other ways to help. The Wifidgie held on May 16 at 1:30, doors open at 12:30.



Help for Basket Bingo

Name

Phone

Email

____lwill donate cans of soda

____lwill donate bottles of water

_____l'will donate baked goods

____l'will donate homemade soup/chili

_____l'will donate grocery certificates to purchaspplies

__lwill sell tickets to my friends and family
____lwill attend the bingo

| will sponsor a basket
| will donate items to fill a basket (we wikk lin touch)

| need (number) of tickets
Thank you for all of your help!
Hand in this sheet to Kelly Arcieri or the paridfice.

Questions? Call Kelly at 741-4582 or 668-2824

This Basket Bingo is being held in memory of Noel &bksett,
whose extensive Longaberger collection was donatbg Al Hassett.
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Pentecost Festival

Sunday May 23, 2010

Following the 10:30 Service in the Great Hall

We would like to honor and celebrate with all of the
young people of St. Andrews who have participated
In the many programs that St. Andrews has offered
during the 2009-2010 School year.

THE COLOR FOR THE DAY IS RED
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RECENT ATTENDANCE

March 21 8:00 a.m. 38 10:30 a.m. 161
March 28 8:00 a.m. 40 10:30 a.m. 128
April 1

April 2

April 4 8:00 a.m. 58 10:30 a.m. 176
April 11 8:00a.m. 31 10:30 a.m. 96
April 18 8:00 a.m. 28 10:30 a.m. 111

10 a.m. —Wed.
10 a.m. —Wed.
Maundy Thurs.

Good Friday

10 a.m. —Wed.
10 a.m. —Wed.
10 a.m. —Wed.

12
14
40
32
12
17
14
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NOTICE: Bulletin Deadline
Each week is Wednesday — 12 noon

Deadlines for the NET X WORK

May15" for June newsletter
June 15" for July newsletter

Please mark your calendars.
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If your birthday is not listed,
please call the parish office.

01 - Michael Fritz

02 - Alexander Clark

02 - Jennifer Pison

03 - Stephen Vanaman
04 - Frank T. Ross Il

04 - Lawrence Troutman
04 - Dave Dunkel

05 - Mary Jean Wampler
08 - Dalinda Cornish

08 - Priscilla McCaw-Jack
09 - Cali Snell

10 - John Robson

11 - Heather Zinn

11 - Stephen Francis

12 - Celeste Brooks

15 - William Reardon, Jr.
16 - Hugh Miller

16 - Michael Pison

19 - Frank Youkers

19 - Christopher Grothe
19 - Lois Galvin

20 - Karen Platek

20 - Linda Woodside

21 - Sandra Mann

21 - Louise Manzella

24 - Michele Rodowski
25 - Michael Beamesderfer
25 - Becky Hoeft

29 - Lois Wilshere

31 - Daniela Lara

31 - Gabrielle Jeanmenne

If your anniversary is not listed,
please call the parish office.

06 - Steve & Holly Weinrich

10 - Robert & Virginia Sprenkle

10 - Andy & Marbie Tarburton

11 - William & Susan Reardon

13 - Charlene Leigh-Koser
(priesthood A)

16 - Jon & Elizabeth Noel

17 - Calvin & Joyce Williams

28 - Kathleen & J. David Raborn

31 - John & Mary Jean Wampler

PARISH MILESTONES

Baptized
Sunday, April 18, 2010
Anna Laura Collazo

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

The Rev. Dr. David J. Robson, Rector
The Rev. Charlene Leigh-Koser,
Pastoral Assistant
The Rev. Carol B. Snell, Deacon
Susan B. Stiller,

Interim Organist/Choir Director
Alma Rooney,

Christian Education Director
Magali Blount, Nursery Attendant
Gregory Sipe, Sexton
Nancy Bush, Senior Warden
Philip Blaker, Junior Warden
Susan Reardon, Clerk of Vestry
Andy Krebs, Treasurer
Al Hassett, Financial Secretary
Paula Beever, Parish Secretary

Vestry Members
Philip Blaker
Leigh Dalton
Jenn Fimiani

Lou-Rene Myers
Alyce Peiffer
Dan Rooney
Harry Snell, 111
Ed Stogoski

Tom Watt

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Nathan D. Baxter,
Bishop of Central Pennsylvania

Diocesan Mission Statement

We are partners in Christ with the love of God
on our lips and in our lives.

ol

Please contact the office with any address

or phone number changes.

Diocesan Web Site - www.diocesecpa.org

St. Andrew s Mission Statement

It is our purpose to serve Christ and his people
through faithful worship, study, ministry, and
mission, so as to reflect God:-s love for all.
St. Andrew’s Web Site -
www.standrewsyork.org




